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viii _Foreword

their sufferings and losses and inflate the figures of casualties. A
scaling down of numbers was necessary and much of the evidence
had to be rejected for no other reason than that it lacked
corroboration. After a careful and detailed study of the evidence
so collected the narrative set out in these pages was prepared.

This book is intended to give the reader a survey of the
events leading up to the partition of India and an account of the
widespread disturbances which took place in the Punjab, North-
West Frontier Province and Sind during the year 1947. In the
first chapter an attempt has been made to analyse the facts and
state the causes which led the Muslim League to make a demand
for partition. The second chapter contains an account of the riots
in Calcutta, East Bengal and Bihar during the second half of 1946.
Chapters Three, Four and Seven deal with the Punjab disturbances
and Chapters Five and Six are devoted to the events in Sind and
the North-West Frontier Province respectively. Chapters Three to
Six are based on the material collected by the Fact Finding
Organization. For the material of Chapter Two the writer is
indebted to various official and unofficial reports. the accuracy of
which is beyond suspicion. In compiling Chapter Scven the writer
had to rely mainly on ncwspaper reports and some official
documents which, however, did not give a complete account of
what happened. This was inevitable in the nature of things as
first-hand evidencc of these cvents was nol available. Exaggerated
accounts of the atrocities perpetrated in East Punjab have been pub-
lished in Pakistan ; some of thesc emanated from official sources.
It is not the purpose of this book to answer the charges contained
in these reports, nor is it intended that the account given here
should be used as propaganda. The sole aim of the writer has been
to give a true and objective nafrative which would serve as a
historical record for the future.

The tables in Appendix II have been compiled from the
evidence of witnesses. Only some selected instances from a
number of villages in each district have been given. Care has been
exercised in selecting the various items and any incident which
appeared to be doubtful or exaggerated has been studiously
excluded.

The writer is deeply indebted to a number of friends who have
read these pages and have made many helpful suggestions.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE PARTING OF THE WAYS

THE great upheaval which shook India from one end to the
other during a period of about fifteen months commencing with
August 16, 1946, was an event of unprecedented magnitude and
horror. History has not known a fratricidal war of such dimensions
in which human hatred and bestial passions were degraded to the
levels witnessed during this dark epoch when religious frenzy,
taking the shapc of a hidcous monster, stalked through cities,
towns and countryside, taking a toll of half a million innocent
lives. Decrepit old men, defenceless women, helpless young
children, infants in arms, by the thousand, were brutally done to
death by Muslim, Hindu and Sikh fanatics. Destruction and
looting of property, kidnapping and ravishing of women, unspeak-
able atrocities and indescribable inhumanities were perpetrated in
the namc of religion and patriotism. To be a Hindu, Sikh or a
Muslim became a crime punishable with death. Madness swept
over the entire land, in an ever-increasing crescendo, till reason
and sanity left the minds of rational men and women, and sorrow,
misery, hatred, despair took possession of their souls. A Sikh or
a Hindu dared not show his face in the place where he and his
forefathers had lived for centuries, and a Muslim was forced to
abandon his native soil, his home and his property.

Yet for over a thousand years the various communities had
lived together in peace and amity. United India had a population
of 389 million (1941) comprising 255 million Hindus (inoluding
members of Scheduled Castes), 92 million Muslims, 6.3 million
Christians, 5.6 million Sikhs and a number of smaller communities.
There were Muslim majority areas (in the North-East and the
North-West) and Hindu majority areas, but no part of India was
exclusively inhabited by any one community. Everywhere Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs lived together as neighbours. In the urban
areas the various communities could not, in the very nature of
things, live in separate airtight compartments. There were, no
doubt, Hindu mohallas, Sikh mohallas and Muslim mohallas, but
these were situated side by side and it could not be said of any
town in India that it was owned or inhabited by one community
or that any particular area of the fown belonged exclusively to the
Hindus, Muslims or Sikhs. In the provinces of the Punjab, Sind
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Between man and nther animals there are various
differences, some intellectual, some emotional. One of
the chief emotional differences is that some human
aesires, unlike those of animals, are essentially boundless
and incapable of complete satisfaction.

Imagwnation is the goad that forces human beings
into restless exertion after their primary needs have
been satisfied.

To those who have but little of power and glory, it
may seem that a little more would satisfy them, but in
this they are mistaken: these desires are insatiable and

infinite, and only mn the infinitude of God could they
find repose.

Of the infinite desires of man, the chief are the
desires for power and glory.

BERTRAND RusseLL—Power
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FOREWORD

IN the history of communal relations, the years 1946-47
mark a period of unequalled mistrust, acerbity and frenzied war-
fare in almost all parts of India. Tension between the Muslim
and non-Muslim communities increased till the cords that bound
them together snapped and flung them apart—it seemed for ever.
Came the horrors of Calcutta, Noakhali, Bihar and, after a brief
interval, the tragic events enacted in the Punjab, North-West
Frontier Province and Sind. Large numbers of Hindus left
Calcutta and Noakhali to seek shelter in Bihar and other parts
of India. A similar exodus of Muslims from Bihar was witnessed
in October 1946. In March 1947 several parts of West Punjab
were ablaze and nearly half a million Hindus and Sikhs abandoned
their homes and migrated to the eastern districts. They brought
harrowing tales of murder, rapine, arson and wholesale destruc-
tion of property. Every item of news added to the wrath and
horror of the non-Muslims in India and cxacerbated still further
the bitterness between the two communitics. Retaliation followed
and during the five months August-December 1947, the provinces
of East and West Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province and
Sind wcre convulsed with the pangs of a terrible fratricidal war.
And while killing, burning and looting were taking place every-
where, a two-way mass movement of the population added to the
confusion. The Mushms werc travelling westward to Pakistan
and the non-Muslims wcre leaving Pakistan for India.

Millions of Hindus and Sikhs, forced to leave their homes and
migrate castward, arrived on the soil of the newly born Dominion
of India. Every one of them had a grim tale to tell. Some of the
stories related by the refugees were, no doubt, exaggerated ; the
newspaper reports were not always agcurate ; but the total denial
of these happenings by the Government of Pakistan was hardly
calculated to appease the rising temper of the Indian people. It
was necessary that a true "and authoritative account of the
happenings in West Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province
and Sind should be available for the futurc student of History and,
to this end, the Government of India set up a Fact Finding
Organization in the beginning of 1948. This Organization
examined thousands of refugees and recorded their statements.
Every attempt was made to achieve accuracy and check the
veracity of the witnesses. Many of them were apt to magnify
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STERN RECKONING

A Survey of the Events leading up to and
following the Partition of India

by
GOPAL DAS KHOSLA

Barrister-at-Law
Puisne Judge, East Punyab High Court

MORTAL Prudence, handmad of divine Provdence,

hath inscrutable reckoning with Fate and Fortune

We sail a changeful sea through haleyon days and storm,
and when the ship laboureth, our stedfast purpose
trembles like as the compass in & binnacle

Our stability 1s but balance, and unsdom hes

m masterful admimstration of the unforeseen

RoBERT BRripGEs—Testament of Beauty
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